Chapter 16-409 WAC

WASHINGTON STANDARDS FOR ASPARAGUS

NEW SECTION

WAC 16-409-005 Must all Washington fresh asparagus comply
with Washington state standards? The following table explains
which Washington £fresh asparagus is exempt from some of the
requirements of this chapter:

If an individual shipment Then the shipment is
of fresh Washington exempt from the
asparagus: requirements in:
(1)  Consists of e WAC 16-409-020
asparagus for home through 16-409-060;
use and not for
resale; and
(2) Does not exceed ¢ WAC 16-409-065
two hundred fifty (2), 3), (%), (5), and
pounds net weight. (7); and
' ®  WAC 16-409-070.

{ (WASHINGTON-STANDARDS) )

AMENDATORY SHCTION (Amending Order 1848, filed 3/15/85)

WAC  16-409-015 ((Pefinitioms:)) What definitions are
important to this Chapter? (((1) o ewrmeans tiret—ttre asparagus

> £ £ 4 o 4= | . el Ko o dreds
Lo LT T ITUNNN CACTSOTIVE WL LT, A=W E~ ) iy Lo LUUE UL LU LTI I U T

Fllah] LT Tl I P S T, | . 1.2 "y F - ol | T Lo,

LW JIng N Y Y § 1Y iafe N ) L.J.J.O.l. LT S LA o LIoU J.J-.I.Hk} L .LJ.GI.lJ,LJY.

PR X ] .

L= VVCJ.J. LLJ.llllllC\—l [1] Ll ¥ B R l—].lcll_ d.l— J-.CG.DL- LWU L.lJ._LJ_\J.b U..L L-J.J.ﬂ J.JLLL.L.
£, 4n ] .
L N E N W K i:ll_d._l.l‘\. .LD DLIIUULLL_L_Y L—J.J..I.lllllcu .LJ..I. [=1 HJ..CU..{C G.}_JLJJ.UAJ—I.ILC{L.C.LY LJG-.LG.J..LCJ.
A ey s i P N,
[P i WP 1 R WL Y

CAALL UJ... L.-.U.C \,UJ.J.L.Q.J.J.J.C.L CU.J.LJ. Ll.I.C’.L L.J.J.C: ULLL.L. J.b J.J.UL, DL—J.J.J..LH_Y [

[ 1] OT5-7737.1



I A | o : =1 : ]l H A 0
[=] s HIOUTITTY L aalnneu—Ulm o PJIdireE AR VALIHKLTTY

I = e : I ) e g a SR : .
L UL UL A I L AT U T CHE ot e — 15— 11oC

£y ] A o o I P 1 £ doa] F i |
o7 DIrIamecter MEaITs— LI 9o tesSt  CIhirCRNTeSS— o —tene —stary
o1 . 2 3 ;. o . o} : i) il P Tos s de it
MTASUrTad at— < POt appProXImMate Ty ol e CrromTthe—outt
A 1T . ul L= : | du i 14 ) Jue EE NPt I | . :
(o7 TErrTY olIT i oOrm IIT LTeITgeir medrs—trat—statkes—wirtlhor—a
. 3 1= | fo i | ] = . ) .
OIS TIICT Siad T vary Mot more Thiigailr o ol one—1ratr —Incies—mn
{2y LTE A, o L ST | F . . . o . Y N I | ] i) e
L WITITE HICOIIS— Ciae pUrTXOIT O LIIE STaIK  oear—tie—outt

o PRI, T st ohe : il b DL, 3 i
WIIIChT TS wWIrrree— I CoTor—oOr J._L':‘J.J.L J:Ju.J.}:u.c OVeEr—wWiTICe

1o ] -
!llCCI.Du.J..Cu J_J_Ull! LLJ.CZ CAL,.LCLEI.’C.' L‘J.H U.I. L.J.J.C: JJLLL.L. L-U LJ.J.C LJUJ...L.I.t. U.L UCBJ.J.J.J..L.J.J..!.S’

erf greemrcotor:

Lo I Il Iy PR ez, = i . 4o 1.1 1o .
VG \J.L =&IT IS ALLS I N e N Y HMUL L LIUIL UL L3SE N AN [ Ty A 1V ..LJ.J.\_-j SJ.Q:CJ..L
) b . 4 hJ H i | u =l u | . o
LA EL NN S LJLJ.J.L)J__LDJ.J._SJ_CL_—'-‘-L Ly BLCCLJ.J_DJ.J._L)U.J.PJ.C A LUULT CELIVL b}u.J._b)J_C (= % WU Y Kl
. .
EIEJ .
! Fi a1 1L (1} e P = . . To . 4= W P 4=
L) LAl [1]L=d= ¥ ¥ =] Qlly U LTy, AL UMD LI TUIIT L0 3 [ Ll B Wy -
" Yo = : 17 ou | o, 4 £ | i | e LI P |
WILLCI Id LT D J.CLJ_.J._Y WUl L al o L L UL L AT AL ATLET L Lil= L= 40 i UL
T I Y (Tl [T ol o & e, 1o o A, =t
\ LW [) =¥ 8 .J..UUD ucl.tllCLHC 18 Leer Mt ¥ dily UCTLTUL, iJL NI LTI U TOTT I
4. 3= dor e £ i ) .
WL LU, WJ.J..Lk-J.J. [:=] =5 N J_UU.D_LY LLCL,.LG.K_.L-D L LU L o CI.L)_E)CG.J—GJ.Lbc, L L I )

- o2 A Caygsing - S _— . 2 | 3 s a = ok Ao
- . h e tn | | = e i ) . L™ .
. erocked—or—otherwise—=so LaaTy aerormet it It —appearairce s

Lo, v n < PN dm i T o B -
L2 rresirasparagus dio hooUd Il G otdalttdaras—mearns—a Tot—ot
T g ] ] e alo
aSpParayic M nCt el TOr oI purposST— U LT resSIt LULLDLLLLLPL_J.ULL.

HS) "ff!:“ e h £ dor .
alle 4lly LN LU U UlTL T T HIIEDS UL J...J_C:DJ.J. dopadl dLhs
1= . £ = al L = F . £ x P |
MOl UL LT LT Ao a UL LU LT UL PO UL TS pET U T UNT, =T = L
.. i | T £ fom 3 £ Mg 1
{ 14 ) S}IIPI“ELLI_ 11058 4 ¥ ¥ =7 dlLly LICIIO RS L RSN BN e i S K e ) L S B S Y

dopdl C!.‘:ﬂL.LD tJ_ allbb}ul_tcd LI [=} billg.}.c \_,U.LJ.VC_Y [= ¥ Ly ) fJ_uH.l thc AL A U_f
production—

( 15} - FJ‘.CJ.L.L LUlltdillC.L = Al LD il [ =A=F l L Luad\:: Uf WUUd Fi
}_J [=3 =™ .;. ) UL b_LlllJ...LaJ.. lllt:‘l.th_J._d.l G.J.Ld ur_-nc:d LCJ:JC’C.;.tJ‘.VClX fUJ_ fJ’.Cld
hearvestinegs)) The following definitions are important to this
chapter: : :

"Badly misshapen" means the stalk is so badly flattened,
crocked oxr otherwise so badly deformed that its appearance is

seriously affected:
"Clean" means the agparaqus ig free from excessive dirt, dust,

. residue or foreigqn matter,
"Damage™ means any defect or combination of defectg that
materially detract from the appearance, edible quality or marketing

quality of the stalk.
"Department” means the Washington state department of

agriculture (WSDA). _

"Diameter" means the greatest thickness of the stalk measured
at a point approximately one inch from the butt.

"Director” means the director of the Washlnqton state
department of agriculture or the director's de51qnee.
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"Fairly uniform in length" means the gtalks within a container
must not wvary in lenagth more than one and one-half inches.

"Fairly well trimmed" means that:

(1} At least one-third of the butt of the stalk is smoothly
Erimmed in a plane approximately parallel to the bottom of the
container; and

(2) The butt is not badly stringy or fraved.

"Field container" means an open lug made of wood, plastic, or
similar material that is repetitively used for field harvesting.

"Fresh" meang that the stalk is not limp or flabbv.

"Fresh asparagusg™ means asparagus marketed by lot for fregh
consumption.

"Green" means the portion of the stalk having green, purplish-
green or greenish-purple color with purple at the tip.

"Lot" means any number of containers of fresh asparaqus
offered as a unit for inspection, sale, or shipment.

"Serious damage" meang any defect or combination of defects
that geriously detract from the appearance, edible guality or
marketing guality of the stalk.

"Shipment" means any number of containers of fresh asparagus
transported from the production area bv a single convevance.

"Well trimmed"™ means that: '

(1) At least two-thirds of the butt of the stalk is gmoothlvy
trimmed in a plane approximately parallel to the bottom of the

container; and
(2) The butt is not stringy or fraved.

"White" means the portion of the stalk near the butt that is
white or light purple over white in color. The white is measured
from the extreme tip of the butt to the point whexre the green color

begins.

AMENDATORY SECTION {(Amending Order 6015, filed 2/19/97, effective
3/22/97)

WAC 16-409-020 ( (Washington—standards—@rades<)) What

gtandards applv to all asparagus marketed within Washington state?
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diameter-) ) Anv lot of fresh asparagus, including "culls," marketed
within Washington state must have no more than ten percent of the
stalks that:

(1) Have white in excess of two inches; and

(2) Are legs than 4/16 inch in diameter.

NEW SECTION

WAC 16-409-022 What grades are used to identify asparagus in
Washington state? (1) The following table identifies and descrlbes
the asparagus grades used in Washington state:
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Washington Asparagus Grades:

"Extra
"Extra Fancy
Fancy Grade "Fancy "Consumer
 Grade Asparagus Grade Pack
Stalk Characteristics: Asparagus" Tips" Asparagus" | Asparagus" "Culls"
Stalks must be: -
(a) Clean, Yes Yes Yes Yes No
(b)  Fresh; Yes Yes Yes Yes No
{c)  Fairly uniform in Yes Yes - Yes Yes No
length;

1@ Well trimmed; Yes Yes No No No
(e)  Fairly well trimumed; No No Yes Yes No
(f)  Fairly straight; Yes Yes No Yes No
(g) Notwilted; Yes Yes Yes Yes No
(h)  Not badly misshapen; No Na Yes No No
i) Free from decay; Yes - Yes Yes Yes No
(i)  Free from damage Yes Yes Yes Yes No

caused by spreading or
broken tips, dirt,
disease, insects, or
mechanical or other
means;
(k) At least eighty-five [ Yes No Yes Yes No
percent green in color;
()  All green. No Yes No No No

{2) "Culls" desctibes asparagus that:
(a) Is not graded in conformity with Washington extra fancy,
Washington extra fancy tips, Washington fancy, Washington consumer

pack, or U.S. No.

1,

or U.5. No. 2;

and

(b) Must not be marketed if more than ten percent by count of

the stalks show white in excess of two inches.

NEW SECTION

WAC 16-409-024 What are the size requirements for Washington
The following table identifies asparagus size
requirements by Washington grades: '

asparagus grades?

[ 51
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Stalks within individual
containers must meet

Ninety percent, by
count, of the stalks in
any lot must conform te

Washington Asparagus one of the following Grade lots must be the diameters for such
Grades designated sizes: designated as: designations:
"Extra Fancy Grade Jumbo Washington extra fancy Washington extra fancy
Asparagus" Jjumbo or Washington Jjumbeo or Washington
: jumbo ' Jjumbeo must have stalks at
least 13/16 inch in
diameter.
Large ‘Washington extra fancy Washington extra fancy
large or Washington large | large or Washington large
must have stalks at least
7/16 inch in diameter,
Standard Washington extra fancy Washington extra fancy
standard or Washington standard or Washington
standard standard must have stalks
at least 6/16 inch in
diameter.
"Extra Fancy Grade Jumbo ‘Washington extra fancy Washington extra fancy
Asparagus Tips" tips jumbo tips jumbo must be 13/16
inch in diameter or larger.
Large Washington extra fancy Washington extra fancy
tips large tips large must be 7/16
inch in diameter or larger. -
. Standard Washington extra fancy Washington extra fancy
tips standard tips standard must be
6/16 inch in diameter or
larger.
Small ‘Washington extra fancy Washington extra fancy
tips small tips small must have a
diameter of at least 4/16
inch.
"Fancy Grade Small Minimum diameter; or Washington fancy grade
Asparagus” Washington fancy small asparagus lots must be
' or Washington small designated by minimum
diameter: However,
when at least ninety
percent, by count, of the
stalks in any lot are at
least 4/16 inch in
diameter, the lot may be
designated as Washington
fancy small or
Washington small.
"Washington consumer | N/A Washington consumer Washington consumer
pack" pack pack lots must be

designated by minimum
diameter and stalks must
be at least 4/16 inch in
diameter.

[ 6]
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Ninety percent, by
‘Stalks within individual count, of the stalks in
containers must meet any lot must conform to
Washington Asparagus one of the following Grade lots must be the diameters for such
Grades designated sizes: designated as: designations:
"J.S. No. 1 grade" N/A Minimimm diameter; or N/A
Jumbo Washington jurnbo U.S. No. 1 grade jumbo
must have stalks at least
13/16 inch in diameter.
Large Washington large U.S. No. | grade large
must have stalks at least
7/16 inch in diameter.
Standard Washington standard U.8. No. 1 grade standard
must have stalks at least
6/16 inch in diameter.
"U.S. No. 2 grade” N/A Minimum diameter; or N/A
Small Washington small U.S. No. 2 grade small
: must have stalks at least
4/16 inch in diameter.

NEW SECTION

WAC 16-409-026 Does the department adopt U.S. standards for
fresh asparagus as Washington state standards? (1) In addition to
the Washington state fresh asparagus standarde contained in this
chapter, the Washington state department of agriculture has
adopted, as Washington state standards, modified United States
fresh asparagus standards for U.S. grades No. 1 and No. 2.

(2) The department's modifications to the U.S. standards are

as follows: _ :
(a) U.8. No. 1 must be at least 6/16 inch in diameter and must
meet or exceed Washington extra fancy grade requirements.
(b) U.S. No. 2 must be at least 4/16 inch in diameter and must
meet or exceed Washington fancy grade reguirements.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 6008, filed 12/17/96, effective
1/17/97)

WAC 16-409-030 ((Tolerances fordefects——color;—diameter—and
trimr)) What tolerances are adopted for Washington asparagus?
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uniform—in—tength'andsizedesignationst*)) The following table

identifies and explains the tolerances adopted for Washington

asparagus :

Washingion Asparagus Grades
to Which Tolerances Apply

Defect, color and trim tolerances
adopted for Washington
asparagus

Washington extra fancy
Washington exira fancy tips

Washington fancy

Diameter and length tolerances
adopted for Washington
asparagus

To allow for variations incident to

proper grading and handling, the
following tolerances are adopted:

To allow for variations in diameter

and length incident to proper

sizing, the following tolerances are
adopted:

Washington consumer pack

(1) Ten percent, by count, for (1) Ten percent, by count, for
stalks failing to meet grade stalks failing to meet the
requirements other than for required minimum and
trim and color, including no maximum diameter defined
more than one percent for in WAC 16-409-015 ("fairly
decayed stalks, uniform in length™).

(2) Anadditional ten percent, by | (2) Ten percent, by count, for
count, for stalks having less . stalks failing to meet the
than the required amount of required length as established
green color. in WAC 16-409-022.

(3) Ao additional ten percent, by

count, for stalks not meeting
trim requirements,

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 1848,

WAC 16-409-035

filed 3/15/85)

((ﬁpp-lﬂrca-tto:r—o-f—toi:erancer)) How does the

department apply its asparagus tolerances during an inspection?

£
J_U-LJ.UWJ..llB
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permttte&*rn"any—samp%e—)) (1) If the averages for an entlre lot

are within the tolerances specified in WAC 16-409-030, the
limitations in this section, based upon sample 1nsnectlons apply
to the contentg of individual containers in the lot.

(2) Individual containers: :

(a) May contain one decaved or otherwise defective stalk, one
poorly trimmed stalk, one poorlyv colgored, and one off-size stalk.

{b) Mugt have no more than one and one-half times the
tolerance gpecified when a tolerance is ten percent or more.

{c) Must have no more than double the tolerance specified when

a tolerance ig legs than ten percent.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amendlng Order 6008, filed 12/17/96, effective
1/17/97)

WAC 16-409-065 ((Conmtatmerss)) What regquirements apply to the

containers used to market fresh asparagus? (({Ir—Freshasparagus

i = N Ial Jos Fu £ ITr X, ] = L. S (=Y
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marketings)) The following table identifies and explains the
reguirements that apply to the containers used to market fresh
asparadqus: '
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Asparagus Grades: Container Requirements:
(1} Al fresh asparagus: Must be marketed in containers that are clean and free from
) . dirt, trash, and visible contaminates.
(2)  All fresh asparagus: Must not be marketed in field containers,
(3) For testing or trial marketing purposes, May allow the use of any experimental containers not
the director: specified in this table.
(4} Washington extra fancy, Washington Must be marketed in containers with moisture pads.
extra fancy tips, Washington fancy, U.S.
No._1,and U.S. No. 2 prades of fresh
asparagus;
(5)  Washington consumer pack grade of ~ Must be marketed either in;
fresh asparagns:
&) Pyramid type containers with moisture pads; or
(by  Fiberboard or wooden "western Ing" containers with;
(i) Inside dimensions of approximately seven
inches, by eleven and one-half inches. by
gighteen inches; or
(i) A capacity of thirteen hundred and fifty to
fifteen hundred and fifty cubic inches.
(iii) Western lugs must contain at least twenty
. pounds net weight.
(6) Culls; ‘ Must be marketed in wooden pyramid containers with
moisture pads.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending Order 6008, filed 12/17/96, effective
1/17/97)

WAC 16-409-070 ((Mark:i:ng——reqtt’rremeﬁth)) What marking

requirements apply to fresh asparagusg containers?

( (—eontainers

LA rm £ TT AT ] - b Cal = | o 1 b s |
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\_,uutq.j_ucu_ I dlld ll.ld._y bc dupliuatcd Ul Uyyubitﬂ clld \..Jf k..UJ.J.tCL.;.LJ.C_L .') )
{1) All required markings must be placed on one end of the
container, but may be duplicated on the opposite end.

(2) Containers must be conspicucusly and legibly marked with

the: ] .
{a) Name and addregs of the grower, packer, or distributor;
(b) Grade; :
(c) Net weight; and _
{(d} Size designation or diameter size as defined in WAC 16-
409-024

(3) The grade and sgize degsignation reguired in subsection (2)
of this section must be marked in letters at leagt 3/8 1nch in

height.
(4) The following abbreviations of grade and size designation

-are accegtable
{(a) Washington as Wash. or WA

{(b) Extra fancy as ex fcov or extra fcv

{(c) Fancy as fcy

{d) Large ag lge.

(e} Standard az std.

{5} The use of U.S5. No. 1 or U.S. No. 2 grade markinds is
permiggible subject to the requ1rements in WAC 16-409-026.

(6} If culls are marketed:

(a) The word "culls" must be:

(i) Comnspicuously and leq1blv marked in letters at least one
inch in height; and

{ii) Predominant in gize over any other markinqs on_the
container.

(b) They must be marketed only in wooden pyramid contalners
with moisture pads.

REPEAT.ER

The following sections of the Washington Administrative Code
are repealed:

WAC 16-409-060 Washington standards--Size
designations.

WAC 16-409-075 Exemption.

WAC 16-409-085 Adoption of United States- standards

as Washington state standards.
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